January 7, 2008
A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held January 7, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Tim Hoff & Guy Smestad.   Also present was Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen and Ron Almquist.
Smestad moved to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2007 meeting, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to approve all bills and payroll, Smestad seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Chief Crabb reported receiving a grant from the ND Highway Patrol for $2000.00 for underage drinking enforcement.  

Discussion followed with regard to the sewer backup into the basement at 9 2nd Ave.  A claim was filed with the city insurance agent for cleanup, but was denied by the insurance adjustor.   Clint asked council to consider paying for cleanup as the backup was due to blockage in the sewer main.  Delvin informed council that there were problems in that area some years past.  With this information, Council agreed that the city should be responsible for cost of cleanup, however, asked that we contact our insurance agent to reconsider the claim.  Hoff moved to resubmit the claim to the city’s insurance company and pay the bill from CleanTech for $930.73, Smestad seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.  Mr. Bouchard mentioned to Clint that some clothing was ruined due to the backup also and he was asking $150.00 to cover that expense.  Mayor Gruenberg asked Clint to get a bill from Bouchard to present at the next council meeting.
Clint gave council the bids on installing the ceiling in the community room.  Low bid was from Fargo Glass:


Ceiling 

3397.00


Heating

2500.00

        
Lights                4230.00

Total  
          10,127.00

Clint was asked to get more bids on the heating and electrical and report back at the next regular meeting.
Ron Almquist appeared before council with a new plat of the Peace Lutheran Cemetery to correct an old discrepancy in land ownership between the township and the church.  After discussion and review of the plat, Smestad moved to approve the plat as presented, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.  

Diane reported the Municipal Finance Officers Academy is scheduled for March 25-27th in Bismarck.
The contingency for the Street Improvement District fund is $50,612.61.  Council approved purchasing a CD for $40,000.00 for a term of 1 year with these funds.

Diane reported two seats on the Planning Commission will expire on February 1, 2008; Darla Jost and JD Karhoff.  As JD Karhoff is not interested in being reappointed, Mayor Gruenberg instructed Diane to put the vacancy on the access channel for 10 days and appointments will be made at the February meeting.  Because Darla Jost is residing outside city limits, her appointment would be made through Ward County.
Interviews for the position of police officer were set for Tuesday, January 15 at 7:30.  Chief Crabb reported having received three applications.

Discussion followed regarding Chief Crabb using his personal vehicle for a trip to Surplus Property in Bismarck and filling his gas tank using the city credit card.  Smestad informed council he had given Officer Crabb permission to do this type of thing some time ago.  Council instructed employees they need to take their city vehicle for city business and they must get permission from council before a purchase.  Reimbursement of that gas purchase was made by Crabb.
Council reviewed a letter from James Johnson disputing the paving special on his property at Olt 2 SW less right-of-way, Johnson 1 & 2, Olt 3 & 34; por Ask Addn & Durango Hills S1-155-84.  No action was taken.
There being no further business to come before the board, Smestad moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor
February 5, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held February 5, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff, Jack Anderson & Guy Smestad.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Rob Berard and Jeannie Issel.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2008 meeting, Smestad seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Smestad moved to approve all bills and payroll, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint presented bids for installation of ceiling in the community room:


Electrical
Burlington Electric
4230.00




Larson Electric
2400.00


Heating

Triple AAA

2500.00




Kipps Heating

2440.00




Groves Heating
2007.53


Ceiling

Fargo Glass

3397.00




Jack Anderson

3295.00

Smestad moved to approve the bid for the electrical work to the low bidder, Larson Electric, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Smestad moved to approve the bid for the heating work to the low bidder, Groves Heating, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved to approve the bid for ceiling work to the low bidder, Jack Anderson, Smestad seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote – Hoff – yes; Smestad – yes; Gruenberg – yes; with Anderson abstaining.

Mayor Gruenberg informed Public Works Director Clint Cogdill that he is the inspector on this project.

Council reviewed estimates totaling $67,969.00 from Larsco to replace the media.  This amount does not include freight or removal of the old media.  Clint is checking on freight options.  Council reviewed section 40-33-16 of NDCC regarding the city contracting for purchase of water.   Any such contract must be authorized by an ordinance submitted to the voters for majority approval.   Clint was asked to get this information to Engineer Ryan Ackerman and ask him to contact NAWS to see if we can get a firm price for purchase of water.

Clint reported a couple of water breaks being repaired.

Officer Crabb addressed council to request permission for the following purchases:

· Earpiece for Sgt. Snodgrass’ cell phone

· Paint for police office

· Rubber floor tile for police office

· Laptop mount for Durango

Smestad moved to approve the purchase of the paint, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.  Smestad moved to approve the purchase of the earpiece up to $60.00, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Officer Crabb was asked to get an estimate on the floor tiles for the next meeting.

Walter moved to designate United Community Bank, Burlington as the city’s financial institution, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Diane reported the open position on the Planning Commission was advertised on the access channel during January with no inquires made to the auditor.    Walter moved to approve the appointment of Jerry Moberg and reappointment of Darla Jost, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.  As Darla Jost is now residing outside the city limits she must be appointed by the County Commission.

Diane reported pledged securities are adequate to cover our investments.

Rob Berard of Ackerman-Estvold appeared before council to report on the preliminary plat of Olt 20, 23 and a portion of Johnson Street right of way, Sec 2-155N-84W, replatting into Lots 1, 2 3, Fire Station Addition, lot 1 being the site of the new fire hall.  A new preliminary plat will be presented at the next regular meeting for council action.

Jeannie Issel attended to ask council what could be done about neighbor’s dogs defecating in her yard.   She was asked to complete a Citizens Report and the police department will pursue the matter.

Diane presented the ND Dept. of Health Lab Contract for renewal.  Smestad moved to renew, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Discussion followed regarding the letter from James Johnson protesting the Street Improvement Special Assessment on parcel #BN010099000020.  Per his correspondence dated December 29, 2007, he agreed to the annexation of his property to the City of Burlington to assist in Brooks Addition in having access to city water lines.  He feels there has never been any benefit to him by having this parcel in the city.   Smestad moved to reimburse specials paid and forgive the remaining balances on the water tank and street improvement accounts.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Smestad moved to reimburse all payments and principal balance on the street improvement account.  Motion was withdrawn.  Anderson moved to forgive only the unpaid balances on the street improvement and water tank accounts, Smestad seconded and motion carried on a roll-call vote:  Anderson – yes; Smestad – yes; Walter – yes, Hoff – no.

Smestad again addressed council asking to have one street improvement special assessment forgiven on his property located at Lots 5 & 6, Block 2, Coltons 4th Addition.  No action was taken.

Council reviewed the City Employee Policy.  Anderson moved as follows:

Remove:
“For those employees who are covered by a spouse’s insurance policy, the City will reimburse 
to the employee the equivalent of the amount paid toward a single policy plan.  This reimbursement will 
be considered taxable income and is subject to FICA withholdings.  The City will determine from time-
to-time what the value of this benefit will be.”   

Add:
If an employee does not take the health insurance benefit, the cash equivalent will not be paid to the 
employee, effective immediately, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a roll-call vote, Anderson – yes; 
Hoff – yes; Smestad – no; Walter – yes.

Anderson moved to accept all other changes to the employee policy as reviewed, Smestad seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

There being no further business to come before the board, Smestad moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

March 3, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held March 3, 2008.  Present were Wayne Walter, Council President, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Tim Hoff, Jack Anderson & Guy Smestad.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Dennis Snodgrass, Clint Cogdill, Ryan Schwandt & Roger Kluck.

Anderson moved to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2008 meeting, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to approve all bills and payroll, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

The walls in the community room have large cracks that need repair as well as paint throughout the room.  Jack Anderson Construction gave council an estimate of $2000.00 to tape, texture and paint the room.  Smestad moved to approve Jack Anderson Construction going forward with these repairs, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote with Jack Anderson abstaining.

Officer Crabb informed council that he was not eligible for the City’s health insurance until the anniversary date of December 1, 2008.  Therefore, he asked the city to reimburse him the amount they pay each month for coverage under his wife’s policy through her employer.  Anderson indicated the city would need a copy of a pay stub to verify the employee’s share and that the employee should not be reimbursed more than their share of health insurance.  Smestad moved to reimburse health insurance to the police department employees according to the amount deducted from wife’s paycheck to a maximum of the amount of a single policy through the City of Burlington, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Officer Crabb informed council of a 3-day schooling he will be attending in Bismarck.

Bill Preston appeared before council with a business license application for a collision and restoration shop.

Plans are to add on to the beauty shop on Johnson Street, which is owned by Bill’s wife Carla.  After discussion about necessary parking spaces, Bill was asked to contact Rod Schwandt to complete a building permit application.

Rob Berard presented council with a preliminary plat of Fire Station Addition, replatting outlots 20, 21, 22 & 23 into Lots 1, 2 & 3.   Anderson moved to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Engineer Ryan Ackerman asked council about going forward with an RV Dump to be located across from the new fire hall.  After discussion, council gave permission to get estimates and bids.

There has been no further information from NAWS per Ackerman.

Council reviewed a proposed ordinance addition as follows:

Section 8-105.2 Limitation of number of animals;  NO PERSON SHALL HARBOR OR KEEP MORE THAN A COMBINATION OF 4 DOGS OR CATS WITHIN ANY HOUSEHOLD LOCATED IN THE CITY OF BURLINGTON.  Smestad moved on 1st reading to approve, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Anderson moved on 1st reading to amend the motion to read:

Section 8-105.2 Limitation of number of animals;  No person shall harbor or keep more than a combination of 4 dogs or cats within any household located in the City of Burlington.  New litters have 16 weeks from date of birth to be given away, or adopted out, Smestad seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Council reviewed a proposed ordinance change as follows:

Section 12-102.  Members Appointed:  The Planning commission shall consist of up to six (6) members; four of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council by a majority vote thereof.  Two members shall be appointed by the Ward County Commissioners pursuant to NDCC 40-48-03.  In addition, the Mayor, City Engineer and the City Attorney shall be ex-officio members of the Planning Commission.  Anderson moved on 1st reading to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a roll-call vote:  Anderson – yes, Hoff – yes, Smestad – no.

Discussion followed about purchasing a new shredder.  The old one gets hot and stops working very frequently.

Council asked that the police department and the public works director take old records to the landfill and witness the disposal by burying.

There being no further business to come before the board, Smestad moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Wayne Walter, Council President

April 7, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held April 7, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Tim Hoff, Jack Anderson & Guy Smestad.  Also present were Dennis Snodgrass, Clint Cogdill, Cindy Bader, Delvin Stemen, Ryan Ackerman, Getzlaffs, Prestons, Rob Berard and Joann Kemaldean.

Smestad moved to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2008 meeting, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to approve all bills and payroll, Smestad seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint asked council about using hot tar for street sealing this year instead of cold tar as it lasts approximately 3 years.    Cost is about .50c per foot.  Council asked Clint to get more estimates.

Diane informed council that 40-45 trees have died along the railroad tracks and need to be replaced per the tree grant requirement.   The cost to replace these trees is approximately $2,500.00.  Anderson moved to approve replacing these trees, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Dennis updated council on repairs needed to the Crown Vic; serpentine belt, oil cooler line and ball joints.  Council approved getting these repairs made.

Cindy Bader appeared before council to update them on court hours and discuss disposal of old court files.   After discussion, council decision was to take the old court files to the vocational workshop in Minot.

Jean Kemaldean requested free use of the community room for a benefit for a Ward County Family.  Hoff moved to approve free use of the hall with a refundable $200.00 damage deposit, Smestad seconded and motion carried unanimously.
Bill and Carla Preston presented a business application to council for a body shop business to be built on to the Beauty Shop building.  Councilman Anderson informed council and the Prestons of issues with odor from solvents and paint overspray.  Bill was asked to contact First District Heal Unit regarding these issues and attend the next city meeting.

Hoff presented the following building permits to council:


#535
Royal Byre

76x30 Home

$328.00


#537
Terry Getzlaff

68x26 Home

$370.00

Anderson moved to approve permits, Smestad seconded and motion carried unanimously. 

Rob Berard presented a proposed plat of Rowan Addition (Olt 19, less Olts 22, 23 and Valley Avenue West, Section 2, Township 155 North, Range 84 West  subdividing it into 28 lots; rezoning to R-3; General Residence District and requesting a variance on front footage from 85’ to 80’ and minimum lot size from 8500 square feet to 7500 square feet.    Smestad moved on FIRST READING TO REZONE OLT 19 LESS OLTS 22, 23 AND VALLEY AVE W., SEC 2, TWP 155N, RG 84W;  R-3; GENERAL RESIDENCE DISTRICT, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.
Smestad moved to approve Rowan Addition plat with variances granted by the Burlington Planning Commission, contingent on R-3 zoning approval on second reading, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.   

Engineer Ackerman reported to council that Mindt Construction might ask for a special assessment district for street paving in Rowan Addition.

Smestad moved on 2nd reading to amend the following ordinance:

Section 8-105.2 Limitation of number of animals;  No person shall harbor or keep more than a combination of 4 dogs or cats within any household located in the City of Burlington.  New litters have 16 weeks from date of birth to be given away, or adopted out, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.
Anderson moved on 2nd reading to amend the following ordinance:

Section 12-102.  Members Appointed:  The Planning commission shall consist of up to six (6) members; four of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council by a majority vote thereof.  Two members shall be appointed by the Ward County Commissioners pursuant to NDCC 40-48-03.  In addition, the Mayor, City Engineer and the City Attorney shall be ex-officio members of the Planning Commission, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a roll-call vote:  Anderson – yes, Hoff – yes, Smestad – no.
Hoff moved on FIRST READING TO AMEND THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:  Section 10-201.1 MINIMUM FINE:  THE MINIMUM FINE FOR CHAPTER 10 VIOLATIONS SHALL BE THE STATE ASSESSED PENALTY, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Clint asked about purchasing a used bobcat S185 w/forks from Ward County Implement for $18,000.  They will accept three annual payments of 6,000.00 each.  Anderson moved to approve purchase, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Smestad addressed council asking to have one Street Improvement special assessment removed from his property located on Colton’s 4th Addition, Lots 5 & 6, Block 2.  No action was taken.  Smestad informed council that he was resigning as council member and left the meeting.  Hoff moved to accept Smestad’s verbal resignation, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to accept Cindy Bader’s letter of resignation as Clerk of Court, Anderson seconded, motion carried.

Diane was asked to advertise the Clerk of Court position in the newspaper.

There being no further business to come before the board, Anderson moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor


Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor
May 5, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held May 5, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Rob Berard, Ryan Ackerman, Terry Getzlaff, Bill Preston & Brett Casavant.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the April 7, 9, 14 & 17, 2008 meetings, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to approve all bills and payroll, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint asked council about hiring Alex Cogdill for summer help.  Council approval was given.

Discussion on repairs to the Crown Vic and Durango followed.  Keith reported to council that Minot Chrysler’s shop personnel told him the Durango needs new tires.  He was asked to get estimates and report at the next meeting.

Bill Preston appeared before council for approval of building permit #536, for a 55x36 body shop attached to the existing beauty shop.  He provided council with a letter from the First District Health Unit regarding meeting EPA standards for this business.   Mayor Gruenberg reminded Bill of the necessity of keeping the area neat and free of junk autos and debris per City of Burlington ordinance with Bill acknowledging his awareness of this matter.  Hoff moved to approve the building permit, Walter seconded and motion carried on a roll-call vote:  Hoff – yes; Walter – yes; Anderson – no.

Business license application from Bill Preston, dba Quality Collision and Restoration was reviewed by council.  Walter moved to approve license, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Terry & Lesli Getzlaff approached council about waiving the requirement of changing their address as the front door on their new modular home faces Railway.  Council warned Getzlaff’s of the possible consequences of keeping the old address on Colton Avenue (i.e. fire and emergency medical services) with Getzlaff’s adamant about retaining that address.  With this forewarning, Council gave consent to allow Getzlaff’s to retain their old address.

Engineer Ryan Ackerman reviewed estimates for construction of an RV dump.  Total cost to the city is approximately $20,000, after and $8000 grant from the Ward County Water Resource Board.  Walter moved to approve solicitation of bids, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Rob Berard with Ackerman Estvold Engineering presented an amended plat for Reid Opland of Parkway Sixth Addition Lots 1 and 5, subdividing into 5 lots and requesting rezoning of Lot 5 from Ag to C-1 Neighborhood Commercial.

A meeting will be set up with the Planning Commission to review and make a recommendation of this request.

At 8:00 p.m., Mayor Gruenberg opened the public hearing on Bryan and Jane Mindt’s request to rezone Olt 19, Sec 2 Twp 155N Rg 84W.   Hearing no objections to the rezoning, Walter moved to approve the rezoning request from Ag to R-3 General Residence District, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved on SECOND READING TO AMEND THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:  Section 10-201.1 MINIMUM FINE:  THE MINIMUM FINE FOR CHAPTER 10 VIOLATIONS SHALL BE THE STATE ASSESSED PENALTY, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane presented the Minot Hockey Boosters Gaming Site Authorization renewal for the Idle Hour Bar and Hacienda.  Hoff moved to approve, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane asked about discontinuing custodial services with ServiceMaster and hiring Jami Wolf, dba AM & PM Cleaning.  Council gave their approval.

Diane recommended budget amendments to the police department budget as follows:


Decrease police salary by $2200.00


Increase police equipment purchase by $1000.00


Increase police auto expense by $1000.00

Anderson moved to approve these budget amendments, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Mayor Gruenberg informed council he will serve out the remaining term of Police Commissioner.

Hoff presented the following building permits to council:


#538 
Richard Casey
 
10x14 Utility Room
$  45.00


#539
Tenelle Vetter

28x66 Modular Home
$271.00

Walter moved to approve both permits, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion followed regarding the NDDOT Safe Routes to School Grant received by the city for a walk/bike path from Soo Street to Wallace to the school to be constructed in 2009.

Officer Dennis Snodgrass secured a grant from the Minot WalMart in the amount of $1000.00 for  purchase of a taser and cartridges.  Hoff moved to accept the grant and purchase the taser and cartridges, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.  Chief Krabb will put together a policy regarding use of tasers.

Diane asked about the city allowing Martin Luther King Day as a holiday.  Walter moved to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Mayor Gruenberg read letters received from Burlington Des Lacs elementary students thanking the police department for tickets to the Shrine Circus.

With no further business to come before the board, Walter moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

June 2, 2008


A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held June 2, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill and Delvin Stemen.

Walter moved to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2008 meeting, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to approve all bills and payroll, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

On behalf of the Burlington Fire District, Clint asked council about assisting monetarily with paving at the new Fire Hall.  Their estimatation of cost is $4000 - $5000.  Council suggested they wait for paving at the Rowan Addition development and check the cost at that time.

Diane informed council of the reorganizational meeting June 24 at 7:30 pm.

The Municipal Finance Officers Association seminar is June 18 – 20, Diane will be attending.

City resident, Carl Issel asked about installing a couple of benches on the walking path on Colton.  As this road is owned by Ward County, council indicated they should be contacted directly.

Discussion followed on sending residents a letter about city clean up, i.e. weeds/debris/junked or unlicensed vehicles.  Council approval was given.

Officer Snodgrass reported receiving a LOCATER (Lost Child Alert Technology Resource) program from the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children.  This program enables the police department to distribute critical missing child data quickly.  Information on the availability of this program through the Burlington Police Department will be released to the Minot Daily News as soon as it is up and running.

Rob Berard from Ackerman-Estvold presented a plat for Reid Opland of Parkway Sixth Addition, Lots 1-5 for council approval.  Walter moved to approve, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Ryan Schwandt, dba Hacienda, appeared before council and paid the remainder of his 2008 liquor license fee.

Discussion on the RV Dump was tabled til next months regular meeting.
Hoff presented the following building permits to council:


#540 
Gary Olson 

26x26 addition



$114.00


#541
Shane Berg

16x26 garage



$  51.00


#542
Rod Schwandt

38x44 home/24x24 garage

$310.00

Walter moved to approve both permits, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously. 

Council reviewed a letter from Linda Hill asking for reimbursement to repair a broken sprinkler head damaged during snow removal.  Hoff moved to reimburse $80.00 to Linda, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

With no further business to come before the board, Walter moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

July 7, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held July 7, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Dennis Snodgrass, Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Ryan Ackerman, Phil Momerak, and Rich Galster.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the June 2 & 24, 2008 meetings, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to approve all bills and payroll, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint asked permission to purchase a sander for the truck from State Surplus for $500.  Walter moved to approve the purchase, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Someone is interested in purchasing the generator trailer from the city.  Mayor Gruenberg stated it can not be sold as it was given to the city by the ND Forestry Service.  Clint was asked to contact John Christianson, ND Forestry Service, for more information.
Per camera inspection by Kevin’s Plumbing, the sewer line by the Sr. Center has a bad joint and must be dug up.  Council approval was given.

Clint would like to put a fence around the reservoir by the Water Treatment Plant for safety of the city’s water supply.  He received a couple of estimates, both at approximately $3700.00.  He also indicated that he could do the work himself at a cost of approximately $1500.00.  Clint was asked to get 2 more bids and present at the next regular meeting.

Diane informed council the refrigerator in the community room quit working.  The lowest of three estimates for a new one is $400.  Hoff moved to purchase a refrigerator at $400, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane presented estimates for purchasing a new commercial vacuum cleaner with prices ranging from $199 to $299.  Council member Anderson stated he had a Bissell he purchased for approximately $79 and it worked well in his business place.  He offered to bring it in to the city hall office to try out and see if it fits our needs.

While attending the MFOA Institute classes in June, Diane learned that Ron Gumeringer of the  ND Department of Labor is available to review employee policies and give recommendations to ensure compliance.  Council approval was given to contact Mr. Gumeringer.

Diane asked council to consider waiving the annual administration fee the city has been charging Desour Valley EDC on the CDLF loan.  Walter moved to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Gruenberg and Council Member Hoff will be attending the NDLC Convention in Fargo this year.

Diane asked about attending a seminar on Human Resources in Garrison on August 14.  Council approval was given.

Council Member Anderson asked for information on shutting water off in the case of delinquent water bills.  

Phil Momerak presented a plat of Lots 2 & 3, Herzig Addition proposing rearrangement of these lots to accommodate a home moved onto Lot 2 approximately 10 years ago changing the lot lines slightly.  All land owners signatures would be needed to get it recorded.  Walter moved to approve the plat with all necessary signatures, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Engineer Ryan Ackerman presented a Petition for Special Assessment Improvement from Cambridge Development, developers of Rowan Addition, for construction of curb and gutter, asphalt paving, grading and street lights at Robert Street and Valley Avenue between Johnson Street and Wallace Street.   After review of the Preliminary Engineering Report, Anderson moved to adopt a RESOLUTION CREATING STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved to pass a RESOLUTION APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Walter moved to pass a RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF AN IMPROVEMENT A IN AND FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT NO. 4, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Anderson moved to pass a RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF DETAILED PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Further development of an RV Dump station is on hold until completion of sewer lines at Rowan Addition.

Walter moved BY RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE WARD COUNTY MULTI-HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Council reviewed an estimate from Elberg Carpet Service for installation of rubber floor tile in the police department offices totaling $3000.00.  Anderson moved to approve Elberg’s estimate, Walter seconded and, after discussion about getting more than one estimate, motion carried on roll-call vote:  Anderson – yes; Walter – yes; Hoff – no.

Renewal of the ND Department of Health Lab Service Contract was presented for approval.  Walter moved to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane informed council that the handheld meter reader currently owned by the city is obsolete and can not be repaired after year 2010.  Information was presented on purchasing software for the handheld meter reader, as well as a new handheld as follows:  


When our present handheld fails we will need to purchase the following:


New Handheld

$6,000


Software*

  3,500
*if purchased after year 2008


Training*

  1,500  *if purchased after year 2008


      Total Cost               $11,000

If software and training contract is purchased in 2008 the price is as follows:


Software

  750.00


Database

  250.00


Training

1,000.00


       Total cost – 2008
2,000.00

Savings to city:  $3000.00

General concensus of council was to purchase nothing at this time.  No action taken.  Diane informed council that a new handheld will have to be included in the budget beginning in 2010 in anticipation of ours going bad and being unrepairable.

Diane asked council to consider large purchases and pay increases for the 2009 budget.

Officer Dennis Snodgrass will have completed 6 months employment on July 23 and is due for a pay increase.  Anderson moved to approve .50c/hour increase, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane reminded council that she did not receive a pay increase after her first 6 months of employment, which was in 2004 and asked them to consider approving it retroactive to 7/1/08.  Anderson moved to amend the budget and approve a .50c/hour increase effective 7/1/08, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Because of a storm on June 14, 2008 the Idle Hour Bar had to postpone their streetdance until August 9.  Diane asked council’s permission to allow the special permit liquor license purchased for June 14 to be transferred to cover August 9.  Hoff moved to approve, Walter seconded and motion carried.

Anderson asked about truck weight requirements on residential streets.  Officers Crabb and Snodgrass discussed the city’s ordinance and weight restrictions with council.

Hoff presented the following building permits to council:


#544 
Howard Fisher

single family home
$307.00


#545
Amy Ralph

28x60 home

$253.00


#546
Emily Wentz

32x76 home

$336.00

Walter moved to approve permits, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff presented the following building permit:


#543
Jack Anderson

28x28 garage

$  57.00

Walter moved to approve, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

With no further business to come before the board, Walter moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

August 4, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held August 4, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff,  Jack Anderson & Brett Casavant.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Ryan Ackerman, & Rob Berard.

Walter moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2008 meeting, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to approve all bills and payroll, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to approve adding Tim Hoff, as Council President, to the signature cards at United Community Bank, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane received two bids for cleaning the city hall furnace ducts with $350 being the lowest bid.  Anderson mentioned a company from Carpio that charges $250.  He will get the contact information to Diane.  Council approved furnace duct cleaning at lowest bid.

Anderson moved to pass a RESOLUTION APPROVING ENGINEER’S PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATES FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Walter moved to pass a RESOLUTION DIRECTING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved to approve a lease extension agreement between the City of Burlington and Clarence Cramer on the following premises:  Twp 155N-Rg 84W, Section 12: Outlot 13 of the SE1/4NE1/4, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote. 

After discussion on procedures with handling past due water bills, council instructed that one courtesy phone call will be made to all past due accounts.

As the price per gallon for NAWS water has been set at $2.10 per 1000 gallons, with possible .20c increase in 2009, discussion followed regarding the city hooking up to NAWS.  They have scheduled a meeting between Burlington and West River to resolve past issues as the State Water Commission wants resolution between the two entities before the project continues.  Mayor Gruenber and Council Member Hoff will attend the meeting August 12, along with city engineer, Ryan Ackerman.  Anderson moved to give Gruenberg and Hoff authority to negotiate with West River on their past due water bill as well as with NAWS on their proposal, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Clint informed council it will take 12-14 weeks to get the media once it is ordered, cost still approximately $60,000, per Jerry at Larsco.  Casavant moved to authorize Clint to order the media, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff presented the following building permit to council:


#547 
22x30 attached garage
Lynette Crouch


Walter moved to approve permit, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously. 
Anderson suggested that the public works director, Clint Cogdill’s salary be set at $33,500 for budget year 2009 due to his history of  keeping city expenses down and consistently staying under budget.

Anderson was contacted by a resident who felt she and her daughter were treated rudely by a city employee.  Diane was instructed to talk to the employee about treating customers courteously.

With no further business to come before the board, Hoff moved to adjourn, Anderson seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

September 2, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held September 2, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Tim Hoff, Brett Casavant & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Fire Chief Kevin Archer and several area residents.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2008 meeting, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Anderson moved to approve all bills and payroll, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Keith reported the torque converter in the Durango is slipping and needs to be checked.  The Durango is still under warranty.  Dennis’ police camera quit working and needs to be replace, at approximately $100.00.

Keith updated council on the injury to his shoulder while on duty on August 23rd.  He was put on light duty for 10 days.  He stated his arm feels better now and he is off light duty.

Clint reported a lightning strike taking out the communication control module between Water Tower and Pump House.  He was able to repair without having Sweeney Controls of Fargo come out to repair, thereby keeping costs down drastically.  Clint would like to see a surge protector  installed at this site.  Estimated cost to purchase and have installed is $1350.00.  Anderson moved to approve this purchase, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Clint infomed council he will donate fill dirt from his property for the city’s RV dump, resulting in a savings to the city of approximately $2500.  Don Brown Construction is asking $1000 for the trucking of this dirt.  Hoff moved to approve paying Don Brown Construction $1000 for trucking, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane and Cindy’s office computers need updating as they have become slow and the Black Mountain Software programs shut down several times each day.  Approximate cost to update both computers is $1800 - $2000.  After discussion, Casavant moved to get three estimates for these repairs and approve the lowest bidder, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Diane presented information on automatic clearing house (ACH) and bill emailing programs through Black Mountain Software Utility Billing for a fee of $1540.00.  Council asked that a survey be sent to all residents to determine interest in using these services.

Smestad again appeared before council asking that one paving special on Lots 5 & 6, Bk 1, Coltons 4th Addition be forgiven.  After much discussion, city attorney, Jim Nostdahl asked to have the matter tabled for further research.

At 8:00 p.m. Mayor Gruenberg opened the Public Hearing for Glenn Stevens request to rezone Lot A of Olt 1 of SE Sec 34, Twp 156N, Rg 84W from Ag to M-1; Light Industrial.    Area residents with property adjacent to this property appeared before council to protest the rezoning of this property.  After hearing comments from all parties, Mayor Gruenberg closed the Public Hearing.  Anderson moved to deny this rezoning request, Casavant seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Smestads again discussed having a curb stop installed at their property, Lots 5 & 6, Bk 1, Coltons 4th Addition and questioned having to pay the $1000 tap-on fee.  After review of city ordinance 9.901, it was determined that Smestad’s property is in Water & Sewer District 1 and they would be exempt from the tap-on fee.  Guy Smestad asked that only one curb stop rather than the two that were paid for by special assessment in 1967 be installed to this property.  Because this issue could potentially come back to the city in the future with another request for installation of the second curb stop, the matter was tabled for further research by city attorney, Jim Nostdahl.  Clint informed council it would cost approximately $2000 to put in one curb stop.

Casavant moved on FIRST READING TO AMEND SECTION 7-700 TO READ:  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON, THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 2006 EDITION IS HEREBY ADOPTED, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Casavant moved on FIRST READING TO REMOVE SECTION 9-102. BILLING PROCEDURES AND REPLACE WITH:  SECTION 9-102. BILLING PROCEDURES:  Bills for the rates and charges as herein established by the City shall be sent monthly.  All bills shall be payable to the City of Burlington by the due date indicated on the bill.  Bills not paid by the due date will receive a delayed payment charge of one and one-half percent (1 ½%).  Water and sewer system accounts that become 60 days past due will receive one courtesy reminder by phone.  Failure to remit payment as agreed will result in the water supply for the lot, parcel of land or premises affected being shut off.  Service will be turned back on only after payment in full of the delinquent charges and a reconnect fee of $25.00.  Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Fire Chief Kevin Archer appeared before council to inform them they are moving into the new fire hall and need to install the radio system for the building.   Archer asked if the city would be able to assist in the expense of this installation.  After discussion, Hoff moved to amend the budget to add $2500.00 to the Fire Department Advance, for an annual total of $17,500, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Mayor Gruenberg reported on the August 13th meeting with NAWS and West River to discuss hooking up to NAWS and settling matters between West River and the City of Burlington.  NAWS is requiring a joint powers agreement between West River and the City of Burlington to be completed by September 30th in order to move forward with the NAWS hookup project.   Mike Dwyer, attorney for the State Water Commission, along with Engineer Ryan Ackerman, will draw up the agreement between West River and the City of Burlington.  A meeting will be scheduled after September 15th.
The preliminary budget was reviewed with the following changes:


General Fund Income:

· Fees, Fines and other licenses:  reduced to $10,000

General Fund Expenses:

· Transfer In:  Increased to $20,000

· Utilities:  Increased to $7,000

· Sports Complex:  Increased to $2,000

Highway Fund Expenses:

· Utilities:  increased to $16,000

· Street repairs:  decreased to $2,000

· Auto Expenses:  decreased to $4,000

Enterprise Fund Expenses:

· Transfers Out:  increased to $20,000

· Water Utilities:  increased to $30,000

Anderson moved to approve the preliminary budget with these changes, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff presented the following building permits to council:


#548 
Scott Walter

62x29 Single Family Home

$404


#549
Jay Stevens

32x54 Storage Building


$  85


#550
Jared Delaney

7.5x19 deck



$  33

Anderson moved to approve both permits, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously. 
With no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

October 6, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held October, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff, Brett Casavant & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Dennis Snodgrass, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Steme and several area residents.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the September 2008 meetings, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to approve all bills and payroll, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

At this time Brett Casavant arrived at the meeting.

Paula Bachmeier appeared to inform council that Rita Damberger had spoken with her about giving the following property to the Rec Commission:


Outlot 15, Hacienda Acres Addn


Lots 11 & 12, Block 2, Hacienda Acres Addn

Back taxes and specials presently owing on these properties total approximately $5400.00.  In addition there future special assessments of approximately $14,000.00 against the property.   After much discussion Hoff moved to approve the City of Burlington paying the back taxes and specials owed, in exchange for deeds to the property, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Guy and Devra Smestad again appeared before council regarding forgiveness of one paving special assessment on their property; Lots 5 & 6, Block 1, Coltons 4th Addition.  The city received an attorney’s opinion from the city attorney indicating that the special assessment committee’s definition of a buildable lot was a legitimate and useable definition for making the assessments and these were two assessable lots.   The matter was temporarily tabled allowing Paula Bachmeier to aquire further information.

Anderson moved on SECOND READING TO AMEND SECTION 7-700 TO READ:  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON, THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 2006 EDITION IS HEREBY ADOPTED, Walter seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Walter moved on SECOND READING TO REMOVE SECTION 9-102. BILLING PROCEDURES AND REPLACE WITH:  SECTION 9-102. BILLING PROCEDURES:  Bills for the rates and charges as herein established by the City shall be sent monthly.  All bills shall be payable to the City of Burlington by the due date indicated on the bill.  Bills not paid by the due date will receive a delayed payment charge of one and one-half percent (1 ½%).  Water and sewer system accounts that become 60 days past due will receive one courtesy reminder by phone.  Failure to remit payment as agreed will result in the water supply for the lot, parcel of land or premises affected being shut off.  Service will be turned back on only after payment in full of the delinquent charges and a reconnect fee of $25.00.  Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Casavant moved to authorize Public Financial Management (PFM) to receive proposals for the sale of bonds for Street Improvement District No. 4 on November 3, 2008, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint reported commercial water sales to S & S Sales during the last few days of September totalled 45,000 gallons pumped.  He wants to pipe into the new fire station allowing the trucks to fill there at an estimated cost of $5400 with the fire department receiving a percentage of all sales for use of their building.  After discussion on what percentage to give the fire department, Anderson moved to approve installation of piping and meter and give the fire department 5% of all sales, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

With Paula Bachmeier back in attendance the Smestad discussion resumed.  Anderson moved to leave assessments as they were originally set, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved to install 2 curb stops for Smestad’s Lots 5 & 6, Block 1, Coltons 4th Addition, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Council reviewed correspondence from United Community Bank indicating their pledged securities are adequate to cover our investments.

Hoff presented the following building permit to council:


#551 
Derek Johansen

24x40 garage

$73.00

After much discussion, Hoff moved to approve the building permit granting a variance allowing a setback of  15’ from property line, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously. 
With no further business to come before the board, Walter moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

November 3, 2008

A regular meeting of the Burlington City Council was held November 3, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Wayne Walter, Tim Hoff, Brett Casavant & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Paul Metz & Ryan Ackerman.

Walter moved to approve the minutes of the October 6 and 31, 2008 meeting, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Hoff moved to approve all bills and payroll with the exception of $390.00 to Webcom, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint located a truck box for $1500 in Michigan.  Walter moved to approve purchase of the truck box with freight at the most reasonable expense, Anderson seconded, motion carried unanimously.

With Clint being off work for an indefinite time due to surgery, Karter Lesmann will move snow and sand streets as needed.

Officer Crabb presented the following estimates for new tires on the Durango:


Home of Economy

439.20


Firestone


515.90


Harry’s Tire Service

619.76


Sears



651.88


Tires Plus


558.06


Northwest Tire


483.96

Anderson moved to approve Home of Economy’s low bid, Walter seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Officer Crabb reported the small cabinet formerly located in Dennis’ office is broken and irreparable.  Menards has a cabinet on sale for $79 that will fit in the current location.  Walter moved to approve purchase of this cabinet, Hoff seconded and motion carried.

Diane presented an unpaid bill originally sent to law firm McGee, Hankla, Backes & Dobrovolny for research and copies regarding West River Water & Sewer District for $134.50.  Council instructed Diane forward a second request for payment.

Diane reported the email and direct payment survey results to council.  After review, Hoff moved to approve purchase of both programs from Black Mountain Software, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Due to city garbage hauling rates increasing January 1, 2009 per contract with Circle Sanitation, Walter moved to increase the garbage rate to $10.75 per month.  Substitute motion by Hoff to increase the garbage rate to $11.00 per month effective 1/1/09, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Diane reported a 32% increase by Ward County for jail fees in 2009, Anderson moved to amend the 2009 budget increasing the jail fees by $600.00, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Paul Metz with the Ward County Sheriff’s Department appeared before council to address any issues the city may have.

Anderson moved to approve a RESOLUTION AWARDING SALE OF WARRANT AND BONDS FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Walter moved to approve FINANCING RESOLUTION FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Walter moved to approve a RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF REFUNDING IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2008, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Council reviewed the proposed Joint Powers Agreement between West River Water & Sewer District and the City of Burlington.  Mayor Gruenberg asked Engineer Ryan Ackerman to attend future meetings between these entities.

Diane informed council that the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has adopted regulations requiring municipal utilities to develop and implement a written Identity Theft Prevention Program.  This program must include provisions for identifying, detecting and responding to “red flags” that could indicate identity theft.  After review of the proposed Identity Theft Prevention Program Diane developed, Walter moved to approve, Casavant seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

After review of the employee policy, Hoff moved to approve the policy with minor revisions, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed the proposed City Credit Card Policy.  Walter moved to approve, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Due to Commercial Water Sales through the Burlington Fire Department building beginning November 1, 2008, Walter moved to amend the 2008 budget to add Fire Hall Water Sales for $500.00, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Walter moved to amend the 2009 budget to add Fire Hall Water Sales for $9000.00, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint reported on information obtained at a meeting with FEMA and the CORP of Engineers on October 20, 2008.   Since Hurricane Katrina, FEMA wants all levees inspected and engineer certified.  If not in compliance within 24 months, all areas behind the levee will require flood insurance.  Neither the CORP nor FEMA have found any engineering firms willing to certify these levees.  The owner of the levee must do annual inspections.  The CORP will continue with annual inspections and any problems with the levees will be GPS marked, photographed and documented.  Before they could be taken off the report, the levee owners would be required to correct the documented problems and report to the CORP for review.  Mayor Gruenberg asked Diane to contact Alan Estvold about drafting a letter to Senators Dorgan and Conrad as well as Representative Pomeroy regarding this matter.

Jack Anderson discussed the effective date of Public Works Director, Clint Cogdill’s pay increase.  After discussion, Anderson moved to approve his pay increase effective November 1, 2008, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint reported approximately 10 water meters left to replace. 

Mayor Gruenberg reported the EDC purchased Jim Johnson’s property on the south side of Highway 2 & 52, for possible use as a housing development.  They may be looking for water and sewer from the city, which would require annexation.  

With no further business to come before the board, Walter moved to adjourn, Hoff seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

December 1, 2008

The Burlington City Council held their regular meeting December 1, 2008.  Present were Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor, Diane Fugere, Auditor, Councilmen Tim Hoff, Brett Casavant & Jack Anderson.  Also present were Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Delvin Stemen, Ryan Ackerman, Darla Jost & Nancy Grubb.

Hoff moved to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2008 meeting, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Anderson moved to approve all bills and payroll with the exception of $390.00 to Webcom, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Chief Crabb was accepted for training on Missing and Exploited Children at Alexandria, Virginia February 8 & 9th all expenses paid, with the exception of the evening meals.  Council approval was given to Chief Crabb to attend this training.

Darla Jost appeared on behalf of DeSour Valley Economic Development Corporation for approval of a plat of NW1/4 of Section 12-155N-84W replatting into Lot 1, DeSour Valley Addition, composed of 9.92 Acres.  Anderson moved to approve the plat, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Nancy Grubb presented a plat proposing replatting of a portion of Outlot 7 SE1/4NE1/4 Section 3-155N-84W into Outlot 14 proposed of 3 acres.  Hoff moved to approve the plat as presented, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Engineer Ackerman presented the final draft of the Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Burlington and West River Water and Sewer District.  After review and discussion, Casavant moved to approve the Joint Powers Agreement, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Council reviewed a letter from Circle Sanitation regarding landfill fees.  The City of Minot is increasing the landfill fee to Circle Sanitation requiring an increase of .63¢ per residence.  With this increase, plus the scheduled contract increase Hoff moved to increase the garbage rate to $12.25 per residence, effective January 1, 2009, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Keith Crabb, Clint Cogdill, Diane Fugere, Brian Horinka and Kevin Archer attended a meeting at the Minot Rural Fire Department regarding the placement of three new sirens for Burlington and reported that information to council.   Council reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), city siren map and Installation Permission Letter for the Outdoor Warning Siren proposal.  Anderson moved to approve Mayor Gruenberg signing the MOU, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.   Anderson moved to approve Mayor Gruenberg signing the Installation Permission letter, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Clint reported the media is ordered and trucking attained and should be here before year-end.  Command Labor charges $16.65 per hour for laborers.   With four laborers needed for the media installation, the estimated cost is between $1300 and $1500.  

Hoff moved to authorize Diane to pay necessary year-end bills, Anderson seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Jack Anderson appeared before council regarding the second installment of the liquor license for the Idle Hour.

Discussion followed regarding water shut off fees.  Anderson moved to increase after-hours water shut off fees to $25.00, Casavant seconded and motion carried unanimously.

Casavant moved to approve the contract with auditors Rath & Mehrer, Hoff seconded and motion carried unanimously.

YEAR-END TRANSFERS:  

Hoff moved to transfer up to $10,000 from the Enterprise Fund to General Fund to cover Engineer Fees, Anderson seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Anderson moved to transfer up to $3500 from the Police Budget to Police Vehicle Reserve, Casavant seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Casavant moved to transfer $2000.00 from the Highway Fund to Street Sealing Reserve, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Anderson moved to transfer up to $12,000 from the Highway Fund to Highway Equipment Repair, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Hoff moved to transfer the year-end balance in Enterprise Maintenance Reserve Fund to the Enterprise Reserve Fund, Casavant seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Anderson moved to transfer up to $3300 from the Enterprise Fund to Enterprise Reserve Fund, Casavant seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

Casavant moved to amend the budget to increase the Enterprise Fund engineer fees up to $11,000.00 to pay for the rate study, Hoff seconded and motion carried on a unanimous roll-call vote.

With no further business to come before the board, Hoff moved to adjourn, Anderson seconded, motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________    
_______________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor



Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor

December 19, 2008

Diane and Clint contacted council via phone regarding the following:

· Purchase dozer blade with snow blade kit from Bitz Landscaping for $2500.00.  

· Payment of WebCom bill for $390.00

Council approved as follows:  Jerome: yes; Tim: yes; Wayne: yes; Jack: yes; Brett: yes.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________

_________________________

Diane Fugere, Auditor


Jerome Gruenberg, Mayor







